Bitwarden - Login / Unlock
Your Vault

This article assumes you've set up the Bitwarden password manager based on our setup guides. If

you have not set up Bitwarden, then you should check out Part 1 of the walkthrough. Also, the

extension for bitwarden will be used throughout this article. The setup for the extension is

explained in the Part 1 guide under the section “The Chrome App.”

Click to show or hide instructions

The good news is that we already pushed the extension to all Chrome browsers with sync enabled.
Woot!

The better news is that you can also install it on unmanaged Chrome browsers (and pretty much

every other browser). This page has download links for desktop clients, web browsers, and phones.



https://info.wftigers.org/link/1838
https://info.wftigers.org/link/1838#bkmrk-the-chrome-app
https://bitwarden.com/download/

Once you have the extension installed, you will be presented with a login screen. But wait!!! Before
you type in your email, there is a setting you need to change. Click where it says “Accessing:

bitwardent.com” as shown in the screenshot.
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You need to change this to Self-hosted. That will bring up a window, and in the top box, labeled

“Server URL,” type in:
https://bw.wftigers.org


http://bitwardent.com
https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/6ZaUEB7mIXGPsTjO-e917023885f89b3e0a6b10c92d1c17e337090ac8.png

Close Bitwarden

Then click on Save at the top.


https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/Hm2PfwcNUX1UA5t3-2261e939f520a812be4343b7c0baab81cc6eaee2.png

You should then get a green confirmation notice at the bottom, and it should say Self-hosted under
the email address box.
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https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/xa6y9lG4rxRFAbEo-cb538f6da4ea73f3be9617769f00ffa0eca667ad.png

Now go ahead and type in your email address! | also click the “Remember email” checkbox.
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Then click on Continue.


https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/kfmm7gUbruJrQlQG-3ed8d219682c81c27ef2324ede7634858d4ec1cb.png

On the next page, if you have been approved by tech, you need to click on the “Enterprise single
sign-on” button. That will take you to a Google page (unless you are already logged in). Complete
the Google authentication and any two-factor that is required.
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You will then get this screen:
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You may now close this tab and continue in the extension.


https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/93cUVBYpIJYKs8xK-df208b36b7355fcd9c310d2572c634ccd5333098.png
https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/IXfkk99w2S0ieVjr-9b870c2402aa81c2554a59a49908da811344ecd1.png

This just means you may now open the extension, and then type in your master password, and

click on “Unlock”
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https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/l5oHQ6slPrslOzHy-44d78fe20b205cfe51ba36f213a528e63c8788b0.png

You will now be presented with your Bitwarden vault and other options.
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Now that you’ve set up Bitwarden, you’ll want to make sure it auto-fills your logins when you visit a
page. If you've restarted your device or closed out of Chrome after finishing the setup, then you've
probably noticed it stopped auto-filling your passwords. This is expected behavior. This is because
your Bitwarden vault will be locked [Z when you either close Chrome or lock your computer screen
(depending on your settings/preference).

When you first start Chrome or unlock your device, you'll first want to unlock your password vault
so that it will begin to auto-fill. There are a few ways to bring up the prompt for your master
password, and each will have their preference. The purpose of this guide is to outline three of these
methods.

1: via Chrome App /
Extension


https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/VopHMiOHoFuJzlvL-c2d26cd76e8bb34e64ea97111c3b1dcdf977bf11.png
https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/ffE8KYnraiFKM0co-5ac09724be1ae36c923f937515df2c4f23d808d8.png

Probably the most user-friendly option is to use the extension icon to determine if your vault is
locked and then click to bring up the prompt for a password. To find the extension, there is a puzzle
piece icon in the top left of your chrome browser like such...

Note that my Bitwarden extension is already pinned; it is the blue shield icon to the left of my
puzzle piece. When you click the puzzle piece, you should get a list of extensions; find the
extension titled “BitWarden - Free Password...” and use the pin icon immediately to the right of
it to pin it. If the pin icon is blue, then it should be pinned, and you can now look for the shield icon
next to the puzzle piece.

Now that our extension is pinned, we have a quick visual indication of whether or not our vault is
locked. These cues are as follows...

« 2 vaultis locked; click to enter master password.
. E Vault is unlocked; auto-fill should work if configured!
- Same as unlocked; the number indicates how many logins are saved for this

page/domain!

That should be all you need to know to unlock your vault through the extension. Remember you
can change the settings in the extension for things such as how often the vault locks. Just be
cautious and understand what that setting will do before changing it.

2: via Right-Click

Another easy method is to just right-click on the login field you want to have filled and go to the
Bitwarden option. The following screenshot is the navigation to this.


https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/ocmr0KTzYqXTQ0Jg-2dcb550d992c34490aded39f9b276045406ea060.png
https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/3DFBPC1JolBoa6Nw-5ac09724be1ae36c923f937515df2c4f23d808d8.png
https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/cgwJelNp7C5UkZ4N-16ab28f97c82b180ac6095e6b2478315cd380ffc.png
https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/HvAsWpfVGIuCRZop-767e7fd6e49e33aa49e2d4caadfca2d3b379a4ce.png
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Mine says “No matching logins” because | did not have a login saved for the page, as it was a blank
Chrome tab. On your device, it should either list one or more logins or say Unlock your vault. If it
is the latter, clicking this will prompt for a master password; then you can refresh the page or
select a login to auto-fill.

Also note the other options available here, such as generating a password. This is also in the
extension, and you can use Bitwarden to create secure passwords and save them in your vault.

3: via Keyboard Shortcut

Naturally, the most elite method is to forego all tedious mouse-clicking as you squint at a bright
screen to find that pesky blue shield.

Auto-fill on modern browsers, such as Chrome, should by default have a keyboard shortcut set to
Ctrl + Shift + L or Cmd + Shift + L (for Mac). To make this more mnemonic, you can think of “L”
as “Login.”

If you can be comfortable with the keyboard shortcut, it might be the most convenient, as it will
more quickly become muscle memory compared to mouse clicks.

Originally posted by Stephen Hale on the West Fork Technology Hub (2023-10-17).
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