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West Fork Schools now uses Blocksi as a classroom management and student internet filtering
platform!

Blocksi has TONS of features, so this Tech Tip will be the intro and the “getting started” of it all.
Expect more information in the coming weeks!

Click for login instructions

1. To begin, visit https://teacher.blocksi.net. This will give you several buttons to choose
from.
We want to use the “Sign in with Google” button. Reach out if you have any issues
with the Google button.

Blocksi - Classroom
Management Basics

Logging In
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2. This should take you to the Blocksi Teacher Dashboard
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Click for the overview

1. This button allows you to import your Google Classroom classes and rosters. Even if
you don’t use Google Classroom, you will want to accept your class, and use it just for
the purpose of rostering.

2. The “Create Class” button lets you manually create a class. We will use this later on to
have a dedicated class for grading.

3. The “Delete Class” button will allow you to delete classes you imported from Google
Classroom or manually created.

4. The “Show/Hide Schedule” button will show this nifty screen, which we will discuss a
bit later.

Dashboard Overview
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5. The “Website Rating Tool” is for testing to see if a website is categorized in a blocked
area.
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6. The hamburger menu opens up options for viewing and modifying filters for your class.
Again, more info later on!
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Click to view the instructions

1. Click on the Google Classroom button

Importing Your Classes
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2. Check the boxes next to the Google Classrooms you wish to add. You can ONLY select
courses you accepted.
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3. Click on OK to submit your selections.

4. You should now see those courses listed under “Your Created Classes.”

Class Tiles
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Click to learn about class tiles

Class tiles are the quickest way to get to several settings and the fastest way to view some
pieces of information.

1. The name of the class, and the part of the tile to click to open your class.
2. The amount of time that the class is supposed to last. This defaults to 80 minutes, but

we will provide instructions on how to change it.
3. This is the class invitation code, which you will probably never need.
4. This will let you set and view the class schedule.
5. This will let you see the history of class sessions.
6. This will let you delete your class. If you accidentally delete it, you can always just re-

import it from Google Classroom.

Basic Class Navigation
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How to Open the Class

Start by opening a class. To do so, click on the class name.

Return to the Dashboard (list of classes)

To return to the dashboard (list of classes), click “Blocksi Teacher Dashboard.”

Basic Class Settings
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Edit the Class Length

We need to be sure the class length is set correctly. That way we don’t accidentally block
students in other classes.

If the time listed in the area where the arrow is pointing is NOT correct, we need to adjust it.

1. Open the class.
2. Click the “Edit” button.

3. Edit the number of minutes to reflect the correct class length.

4. Click the “Save” Button.
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Choose the Default Filter

The filter determines what websites students can and cannot access. You will have the choice
of which of our filters you wish to apply to your class.

1. Open the class.
2. Click the “Edit” button.

3. Click the dropdown to the right of the class time, and choose which filter to apply.

4. Click the “Save” button.

5. Check the “Keep Policy on Next Session” box to make sure this setting will continue to
be applied each day.
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Starting a Class

Before you can actually view a student’s screen or manage any of their internet options, you
must first start the class.

1. From inside the class, press the “START” button.

Basic Functions

https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/G2MhxwU4OgVGrtOJ-76112d85a755dcb208b60723bea86a06d858a6f8.png
https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/ICmqeLm5HNqugqwi-65db6704e61a4471a927977c7767192d7be23e02.png


This will begin counting down the number of minutes until the class automatically ends and
students are automatically released.

Stopping a Class

It is important to stop your classes if they end before the timer runs out.

1. From within the class, click the “STOP” button.

Sync with Google Classroom

If you notice your Blocksi student list is not matching the students on your roster. You can pull
those students in from your Google Classroom. Please understand that this ONLY works if
schedules have been correct in eSchool/TAC for a day before you try to sync.
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1. Click on the “Sync classroom” button.

It is also important to note that you will NOT see this button if you clicked the log in with Clever
button.

Heads Up - Lock Screens

You can lock the screens of students with a “heads up” screen. This will prevent the students
from using their device in any way during the duration of time that you set.

1 . Click on the “HEADS UP” button

2. Type in the number of minutes you wish to lock the machines, and then click
“Confirm.”
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Share/Enforce a specific website or set of sites to be opened

When sharing or enforcing, you will push a website or set of websites to student devices. They
will not be able to close these pages, but they will be able to open others and to have these
pages in the background.

1. Click on the “SHARE/ENFORCE” button.

https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/RFGXJBNe6vIH8nLH-d4be18e48a63b4086c201bf08b4e5b09bb32ce2a.png
https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/efrAy05kIMIHG1OC-1db6d75099d4b1a7229a4bbe967ba41c6e795c0f.png


2. Type in (or paste in) the address you want kids to go to.

3. Click on the “Add Field +” button IF you want to add another website. You may add as
many as you like.
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4. Click either “Share Page” or “Enforce Page.” If you choose share, students will be able
to close the pages. If you click “Enforce,” the pages will keep opening when students
try to close them.

5. If you choose “Enforce,” you will be asked for how long you want these pages to
remain open. Enter the number of minutes, and then click on confirm.
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6. If you overestimate the amount of time you wanted the enforce to be in place, you can
cancel it by clicking the “Stop enforce” button that replaced the “SHARE/ENFORCE”
button.

Message All Students

Sometimes it might be helpful to send reminders for students to get back on task without
verbally stepping in. Maybe this would be helpful if there is a guest speaker of some sort.

1. Click on the “MESSAGE ALL” button.
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2. Enter the message you want to send, and then click the “Send” button. Students will
receive this message at the top center of their computers.

Assessments

The assessment feature is very similar to the enforce feature, but students aren’t able to
access recourses you don’t specifically allow.

1. Click the “ASSESSMENT” button.
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2. In the “Enforced URLs” enter the websites that you want to require to remain open for
the duration of the assessment period.

3. In the “Allwed URLs” boxes, enter the websites that you want to ALLOW students to
access.
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4. Press the “Confirm” button.
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5. When you are finished with the assessment period, click the new “STOP ASSESSMENT”
button.

Share Your Screen

Projectors are awesome, but sometimes it is more beneficial for each student to see a copy of
your screen directly on their own!

1. Click on the “SHARE SCREEN” button.
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2. Click on “OK” to allow your microphone.

3. This screen works like sharing your screen in a Google Meet. Choose the Chrome Tab,
Window, or screen you wish to share, then click the “Share button.”
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4. Once finished, click on the “STOP SCREEN SHARING” button.

View a Student Screen

The classroom view will automatically show a preview of the Google Chrome page the student
is viewing. If the student isn’t in Google Chrome, you will need to open the individual student’s
tile to view what they are working on. Please note that students will be prompted to share their
screens with you when you do this. If they say no, you will be denied access, and you will have
to do it again.
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1. Click on the student tile you want to view.

2. Click the play button on the left.

3. Wait for the student to confirm.

Checking for both AI and Traditional Plagiarism

While this isn’t 100% accurate, it has worked for me more times than not.

1. Click the “Plagiarism Checker” button.

2. Choose whether you want to copy and paste text or if you want to upload a file.
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3. Choose whether you wish to check for traditional plagiarism or if you wich to check for
AI-Generated Text.

Your results will be on the right.

Originally posted by Cory Robbins on the West Fork Technology Hub (2023-08-22).
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The assessment piece in Blocksi is pretty powerful. It allows you to put your student computers into
miniature lockdown browser modes. You get to pick which websites are open, which are closed,
and you can even force some websites to stay open, even if the student tries to close the tab.

While a lot of the instructions for Blocksi have had specific parts, you really should go all the way
through this one for it to make the most sense.

1. From within a class, click on the “ASSESSMENT” button.

2. This is an overview of the items

2.1: Allows selecting a preset pushed by Technology (probably empty)

Blocksi - Assessment Mode
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2.2: Allows selecting a preset you have created
2.3: Allows deleting a present you have created
2.4: Allows saving the current settings as a new custom preset
2.5: The box to enter a site you want to always be open
2.6: The button to click to add more enforced pages
2.7: The box to enter a site you want to allow access to
2.8: The button to click to add more allowed pages
2.9: The group you wish to push it to (only matters if using the next button)
2.10: The button to start the assessment for the group in the above menu item
2.11: The assessment pre-filled template library
2.12: The Web app pre-filled template library

Click for usage instructions.

1. Let’s create an assessment using the library. Click on the “Assessment” button at the
bottom.

Assessment Library
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2. Choose one of the library options. This will probably be classroom or forms.

3. On the box that opens, you will need to put the link to the quiz from either classroom
or forms, then click on “Confirm.”

4. The assessment window now shows several links. On the left, you have the page that
will open automatically, and on the right, you have the pages that are allowed to be
visited.

https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/XF3wiTdzQbhqqv9I-152690bf8e2f89ea6dba6ed4f2dd391eab4f70f3.png
https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/oqA2v15S1wZoDbK7-669f3ff793caa11edb0bc39642cef83a24742847.png


5. You should ALWAYS verifity that the items on the left and the right are correct, then
choose to confirm it for the whole class, or to enforce it upon the group you have
selected.
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1. Let’s create an assessment using a web app template. Select “Web Apps” from the
bottom.

Web App Library
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2. Choose the appropriate app icon. I chose Google Docs.

3. Again, our list is populated with what is needed for this app to function. Our students
will be taken to a blank Google doc, and the only other places that can access are the
sites specific for Google Docs to function. This would be perfect for a writing prompt
day.
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1. Let’s combine two web apps into our list. Choose the “Web Apps” button.

Stacking Web Apps and
Assessment Templates
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2. Select the first app you would like to use. I chose Google Classroom.

3. Click the “Web Apps” button again.
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4. Click the second icon. I chose Google Slides.

Now, when students are under this rule, they will be able to access anything within classroom
and also within Google Slides. They will also automatically be taken to both websites in two
unique tabs.

What if this is something we want to do regularly, use both classroom and slides? While it isn’t
too difficult to do those previous 4 steps, we can make it quicker.

1. I’m going to click on the “-” buttons to remove the enforce URL options.

Custom Presets
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2. This gives me an empty enforced area and a populated allowed list.
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3. Now I’m going to click the “SAVE CURRENT PRESET” button.

https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/VfuNKST4h0MO9qYJ-0c8f1d90fc6aa60bdf58fbceb0d6c7dcc12cc45a.png


4. On the box that opens, I’ll give it a name (I went with “Classroom and Slides”), and
then I will click on “OK.”
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5. Now, the next time I open up the assessment box, I will click on “Custom presets”
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6. I’ll choose “Classroom and Slides” (or whatever preset I created in the past).

https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/DU3Sr6GZY6cpuC54-d390bacff1a7b914e2b6a8cbb34c9ca472562c87.png


7. Then I’ll have my starting point. I also want to make this open to the assignment in
Classroom, so I’ll click on the “Add Field” button.
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8. In the box, I’ll paste in the address of the Classroom assignment.
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From now on, all I have to do to make this kind of rule is to choose my custom preset, paste in
my assignment, and confirm it for the group or the class!

Ending an Assessment
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The only other thing to remember is that you have to click on the “Stop Assessment” button if you
need to return access to the students before the period ends.

Originally posted by Cory Robbins on the West Fork Technology Hub (2023-10-04).

https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/x0sX2m7X2duiM5Az-bb2466398b15629941cc1c079dce121df236273f.png


Sometimes you have a classroom that demands a little… separation. Johny can’t be on the same
side of the room as Danny, or one of them will get a black eye, Suzie and Jimmy can’t be next to
each other without secret attempts at handholding… You know… Kids are kids.

So here is the thing: if kids sometimes need separation in the physical world, sometimes they will
need it in the digital world.

Enter Blocksi Groups. Within the Blocksi classroom, you can put students in groups that can be
used for the assessment feature, the share/enforce feature, the message feature, and the heads up
feature. You can even set different policies for different groups. In short, you can have almost as
much control for each group of students as you do for the classroom as a whole. Plus, they are
easy to make!

Some examples of why this could be useful:

Having a group of students that you want to further limit access for
Project groups to allow you to share different pages with each group

1. From within a class, click on the little group of three people button next to “Teachers” and
“Students.”

Blocksi - Creating Student
Groups
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2. Click on the “Group” dropdown menu item, and select “Create New.”
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3. Choose “Create New,” then put in the name you want to give the group.

4. In the dropdown box at the bottom, select the first student you wish to add to the group,
then click on the “Add” button.
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https://info.wftigers.org/uploads/images/gallery/2026-10/cCJQ83IRL5gLpDuk-d9cac199f105b37b857b3ec48ed369fd9a0ab276.png


5. Repeat until you see a list of all the students that should be in this group.
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6. Click on the “Save Changes” button.

You can repeat these steps to add multiple groups.

Originally posted by Cory Robbins on the West Fork Technology Hub (2023-10-04).
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